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QUINAULT NATION ADOPTS RESPOND, RECOVER & REBUILD SPENDING PLAN FOR COVID-19 
   
Taholah, WA – The Quinault Indian Nation (QIN) today adopted an initial $25 million spending 
plan that includes QIN’s $22.1 million allocation of more $8 billion of CARES Act funding 
earmarked for federally-recognized sovereign tribes. Funding for the plan includes additional 
sources such as Indian Health Services, BIA and FEMA. The plan is the crucial next step in the 
Nation’s ongoing effort to respond, recover and rebuild from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The spending plan comes as employees of the QIN government and Quinault Nation Enterprise 
Businesses who were furloughed or reassigned to COVID-19 response are now returning to 
their regular duties. The Nation has tested 1040 citizens and employees and has determined 
COVID-19 is not present in our community. Testing was required for every Quinault government 
and business enterprise employee. 
 
“The pandemic has been incredibly disruptive and imposed hardships on our citizens, our 
government, and our businesses, but we are also fortunate to so far avoid the spread of   
COVID-19 in our community,” said Quinault Indian Nation President Fawn Sharp. “As we 
continue to safeguard everyone’s health, we can now turn more of our focus to the critical job 
of recovery and rebuilding. Our strength and unity as a people have always been our greatest 
assets in confronting adversity and I’m confident we will come through this unprecedented 
crisis even stronger.” 
 
Approximately $5.5 million of the spending plan will be allocated to restoring government 
revenues for unbudgeted expenses for direct response to COVID-19. Those expenses include 
PPE, safety measures and equipment, testing, emergency assistance for individuals and families 
and payroll for QIN employees who have been substantially-dedicated to pandemic response 
activities. 
 
Approximately $6 million will be allocated to providing relief for small businesses and to 
stabilize enterprise businesses whose finances have been harmed by the market downturn 
driven by COVID-19. 
 
The first round of the COVID-19 Small Tribal and Native-Developed Business Interruption Grants 
(STAND BIG) Program will be devoted to 100% Quinault-owned small businesses operating on 
the reservation, in Grays Harbor County or in Jefferson County. A second round of grants will be 
made available to businesses that do not meet those criteria. 
 



Approximately $5.5 million will be invested to help QIN citizens overcome the hardships of the 
unprecedented Coronavirus pandemic. Each enrolled tribal member will receive a one-time 
Emergency Disaster Relief benefit of $1,500 to assist with additional needs related to food, 
clothing, childcare and housing. QIN citizens over 60 years old will receive an additional one-
time benefit of $1000. QIN elders remain particularly vulnerable to the household financial 
hardships imposed by COVID-19. Emergency Disaster Relief benefit funds will be released on, or 
about, July 6, 2020. 
 
QIN will be holding approximately $8 million in reserve as the Quinault Business Committee 
(QBC) continues to determine allowable uses of CARES Act funds and allocates additional 
funding for ongoing needs based on how the pandemic unfolds moving forward. QIN received a 
second, $5.2 million allocation of CARES Act funds in mid-June, which makes up the majority of 
the reserve fund. The reserve fund also includes $2 million from the Nation’s first CARES Act 
allocation of $16.9 million received in April. 
 
The U.S. Treasury Department’s narrow interpretation of how CARES Act funds can be spent 
remains a major barrier to the Nation’s ability to use funding where it’s needed most - to pay 
for essential government services and make up for revenue losses from QIN enterprise 
businesses. 
 
“We will continue to work with other tribes and our allies in Congress to aggressively hold the 
Trump Administration accountable to meet its trust and treaty responsibilities,” said President 
Sharp. 
 
The Treasury Department’s narrow interpretation runs directly counter to the intent of 
Congress. In a March 27 Memorial, members of the U.S. House of Representatives confirmed 
that the intent of CARES Act funding for tribes is to “help cover the loss of revenues that would 
have otherwise been collected and generated by these (tribal) governments to cover the wages 
of their employees.” 
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